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Preface
This special issue is dedicated to Yves Mathieu and Michel Domergue, who have been teachers and dear friends to us
and to those with shared work with them.
The volume follows the international conference Knots, Groups and 3-Manifolds in Marseille 2006, in honor of the 60th
birthday of Michel Domergue and the memory of Yves Mathieu.
This conference was held at the University of Marseille-Provence in the campus of Saint Charles of Marseille (France),
from May 22nd to 26th, 2006, and was followed by a summer school Heegaard–Floer homology and Khovanov homology from
May 29th to June 2nd, 2006. The conference was attended by more than 120 participants from more than 20 countries.
The Organizing Committee consisted of Pierre Derbez and Daniel Matignon, from University of Marseille-Provence.
The Scientiﬁc Committee included M. Boileau (UPS, Toulouse), C. Lescop (UJF, Grenoble), J. Los (UP, Marseille), M. Lustig
(UPC, Marseille), K. Millett (USB, Santa Barbara) and H. Short (UP, Marseille).
The central topic was Low Dimensional Topology and Geometry, Geometric Group Theory, Knot Theory and TQFT. The
aim was to bring together an international audience in order to expose some of the recent results in Low-Dimensional
Topology and related areas. The scientiﬁc program consisted altogether of 23 plenary talks and 37 contributed talks from a
broad range of topics. There was ample opportunity for ample interaction.
Plenary talks:
M. Boileau (Paul Sabatier, Toulouse) On boundary-killing slopes and null-homotopic knots
S. Boyer (UQAM, Montreal) On families of virtually ﬁbred Montesinos link exteriors
T. Cochran (Rice, Houston) Knot Concordance
M. Eudave-Muñoz (Mexico) Incompressible surfaces and (1,2)-knots
E. Giroux (ENS Lyon) On the stable equivalence of open books in three-manifolds
C. McA. Gordon (Austin,Texas) Toroidal Dehn ﬁllings
M. Hilden (Hawaii) H3 as a branched cover of E3
C. Lescop (IF, Grenoble) Surgery formulae for 3-manifold invariants based on conﬁguration spaces
J. Luecke (Austin,Texas) Large algebraic knots with unknotting number one
G. Masbaum (IMJ, Jussieu) Perturbative expansion of mapping class group representations in TQFT
K. Millett (Santa Barbara, California) How Many Knots are Enough?
Y. Moriah (Haifa, Israel) (g,b)-decompositions and the curve complex
K. Motegi (Nihon, Tokyo) Networking Seifert Surgeries on Knots0166-8641/$ – see front matter © 2008 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.topol.2008.10.010
1036 Preface / Topology and its Applications 156 (2009) 1035–1036P. Ozsváth (Colombia) Heegaard–Floer homology and its applications
B. Perron (Bourgogne) Invariant ordering of surface groups and 3-manifolds ﬁbering over the circle
C. Petronio (Pise) Complexity of knots, graphs, and 3-orbifolds
J. Porti (UAB, Barcelona) Hyperbolic isometries versus symmetries of link
Y. Rieck (Arkansas) The growth rate of tunnel numbers of m-small knots
J. H. Rubinstein (Melbourne) Minimal surfaces in hyperbolic 3-manifolds
M. Scharlemann (Santa Barbara) Generalized Property R and the Schoenﬂies Conjecture
L. Siebenmann (Paris Sud, Orsay) Early history of manifold classiﬁcation
V. Vershinin (Montpellier2) Generalisations of braids: presentations and their properties
S. Wang (Pekin) Around tame embeddings of solenoids into 3-space
Contributed talks were given by M. Ait Nouh (California State University Channel Islands), L. Armas-Sanabria (UNAM,
Mexico), B. Audoux (Paul Sabatier, Toulouse), M. Baker (Rennes 1), P. Bellingeri (Nantes), C. Blanchet (Bretagne Sud,
Vannes), D. Cheptea (Louis Pasteur, Strasbourg), A. Chernavsky (IITP, Moscow), T. Cochran (Rice, Houston), F. Dahmani (Paul
Sabatier, Toulouse), A. Deruelle (Nihon, Tokyo), J. Dubois (Genève), T. Fiedler (Paul Sabatier, Toulouse), S. Francaviglia (UAB,
Barcelona), F. Gautero (Blaise Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand), S. Harvey (Rice, Houston), B. Klaff (Austin, Texas), E. Klimenko
(Gettysburg, Washington), Y. Koda (Keio, Yokohama), N. Kopteva (Provence, Marseille), V. Kurlin (Liverpool), J.-B. Meilhan
(Kyoto), Y. Ni (Princeton), M. Ozawa (Komazawa, Tokyo), A. Pajitnov (Nantes), L. Paris (Bourgogne), J. Petit (Montpellier2),
L. Plachta (Ukraine), N. Ryder (Liverpool), N. Sayari (Moncton, Nouveau-Brunswick), C. Souli (Paris), M. Teragaito (Hiroshima),
T. Tsukamoto (Waseda, Tokyo), E. Wagner (Strasbourg), B. Wiest (Rennes 1), A. Zastrow (Gdansk, Poland) and R. Zentner
(Provence, Marseille).
We thank our sponsors for their ﬁnancial aid: Université de Marseille-Provence, CNRS, FRUMAM, Municipalité de Mar-
seille, Conseil Général des Bouches-du-Rhône, Conseil Régional PACA, Ministère de l’éducation nationale, de l’enseignement
supérieur et de la recherche, Ministère des affaires étrangères.
The articles published in this special issue have been subjected to the usual high standard of the refereeing procedure of
Topology and its Applications. The guest editor thanks the authors for their submissions, the referees for their careful reviews
of the manuscripts and the assistance of Darren Long for editing this volume.
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